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Harlem Children’s Zone (HCZ) 
breaks the cycle of 

intergenerational poverty with 
on-the-ground, all-around 

programming that builds up 
opportunities for children, families, 

and communities to thrive in 
school, work, and life.
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Helping our scholars get into college is critical 
to our mission to end intergenerational 
poverty. Just as critical: helping them persist 
through college, build their careers, and reach 
their financial goals.

To advance these priorities, we were proud to 
launch Wealth Builds. Through this bold new 
initiative, we aim to close the wealth gap in the 
places we serve and open pathways to social 
and economic mobility for all our young 
people. We were also excited to relaunch our 
College Success Office, our program that 
empowers our scholars to push through 
college and earn their degrees.

As part of one of our Wealth Builds pillars, 
Youth Opportunity Fund, I was thrilled to 
announce our initial investment of $10,000 in 
each scholar of the HCZ Promise Academy 
classes of 2023 and 2024. This investment, 
which has the potential to grow over time, can 
be used by scholars for wealth generating 
activities, such as paying for post-secondary 
programs, buying their first home, or starting 
a business. At the time, I stressed to scholars 
that these investments are not guaranteed. 
They will have to meet certain milestones to 
receive them. Dreams take work — a fact of 
which our scholars and families are well aware.

For me, being the CEO of Harlem Children’s 
Zone (HCZ) is much more than a job. This 
work is deeply personal. It’s because I see 
myself in the young people we serve. Growing 
up in Worcester, Mass., I encountered many of 
the same challenges they face — challenges 
that can define a young person’s path in life.

Fortunately, I was put on a different trajectory. 
I had adults in my life who were willing to 
invest in me and my future. That investment 
paid off: I went to Harvard University where I 
earned three degrees, worked on Wall Street 
where I built a fruitful career, and now I am at 
HCZ, where I proudly serve as CEO.

In my role as CEO of this amazing 
organization, I get to witness our young 
people overcome their challenges and realize 
their potential. 

As I told our scholars at their high school 
graduation in 2024: Each and every one of 
them are worthy of investment. 

That’s why HCZ was created: to connect our 
young people with the opportunities and 
resources needed to succeed. Each year, 
hundreds of our scholars graduate from high 
school, hundreds more earn their college 
degrees, and build fruitful careers. We’ve 
proven that investments in our young people 
pay off.

However, even with the support we provide, 
no scholar’s success is a sure bet. They 
continue to face barriers to opportunities: 
namely, a lack of access to social and financial 
capital. 

“ I told our scholars at 
their high school graduation 
in 2024: Each and every one 
of them are worthy of 
investment.” 
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Wealth Builds is much more than 
investments. It is a continuum of 
programs and services, including robust 
financial literacy classes and workshops, 
career support services, and 
entrepreneurship and employment 
programming. Through this 
programming, our scholars will be 
better prepared to navigate financial 
responsibilities. After all, what’s the 
point of investments if our scholars 
don’t have the tools to manage them? 

At first, Wealth Builds will focus on New 
York City and select cities. Over time, it 
will cover the entire country, providing 
the evidence base for organizations — 
in cities and small towns — to adopt 
this approach. We know this can work, 
and not only in places like Harlem. Over 
our 20-plus year history, our model has 
been replicated in communities across 
the country where young people are 
impacted by poverty.

Ending the wealth gap is audacious. 
But when have we done things any 
differently at HCZ?

I know if we invest in our scholars just 
as the adults in my life invested in me, 
there’s no limit to what they can 
achieve. I know that our scholars won’t 
only go on to college. I know they will 
achieve their dreams, however they 
define them. 

It’s not often you get the opportunity to 
make history. But at HCZ, I am proud to 
say that, together, we are doing just 
that.

Kwame Owusu-Kesse
Chief Executive Officer
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HCZ National Graduate 
University and College 
Enrollment 

ALABAMA

ARIZONA

ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA

COLORADO

CONNECTICUT

DELAWARE

FLORIDA

GEORGIA

ILLINOIS

INDIANA

KENTUCKY

LOUISIANA

MAINE

MARYLAND

MASSACHUSETTS

MICHIGAN
MINNESOTA

MISSISSIPPI

NEW HAMPSHIRE

NEW JERSEY

NEW YORK

NORTH CAROLINA

SOUTH CAROLINA

NORTH DAKOTA

OHIO

OREGON
PENNSYLVANIA

RHODE ISLAND

TENNESSEE

TEXAS

UTAH

VERMONT

VIRGINIA

WEST VIRGINIA

WISCONSIN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

colleges represented
330+

college graduates 
since FY11 

1,802

980+
scholars currently 
enrolled in college 

Over

400
scholarships awarded 
from FY22-FY24, 
totaling nearly $4M

How We Make a Difference

As of FY24
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UTAH

Brigham Young University
Western Governors University

VERMONT

Middlebury College
Southern Vermont College
University of Vermont

WISCONSIN

University of Wisconsin–Madison

WEST VIRGINIA

American Public University
Fairmont State University
Marshall University
West Virginia University

Hampton University
Liberty University
Norfolk State University
University of Richmond
University of Virginia
Virginia State University
Virginia Union University

VIRGINIA

American University
The George Washington University
Georgetown University
Howard University
University of the District of Columbia

WASHINGTON, D.C.

INTERNATIONAL

Sungkyunkwan University (South Korea)

Brown University
Johnson & Wales University
Providence College

RHODE ISLAND

Benedict College
Claflin University
South Carolina State University
University of South Carolina

SOUTH CAROLINA

Fisk University
Lane College
Southern Adventist University
Vanderbilt University

TENNESSEE

TEXAS

Grayson Community College
Paris Junior College
Rice University
Southwestern University

Barry University
Bethune-Cookman University
Edward Waters University
Florida International University
Florida Memorial University
Franklin & Marshall College
Full Sail University
Lynn University
Nova Southeastern University

FLORIDA

Albany State University
Clark Atlanta University
Emory University
Georgia College
Georgia State University
Morehouse College
Spelman College

GEORGIA

Oakwood University
Tuskegee University
University of West Alabama

ALABAMA

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff

ARKANSAS

California State University
Merced College
New York Film Academy
Occidental College
Pitzer College
Pomona College
University of Southern California

CALIFORNIA

Metropolitan State University of Denver
University of Northern Colorado

COLORADO

Arizona State University
Grand Canyon University

ARIZONA

CONNECTICUT

Albertus Magnus College
Central Connecticut State University
Connecticut College
Fairfield University
Mitchell College
Post University
Quinnipiac University
Sacred Heart University
Trinity College
University of Bridgeport
University of Connecticut
University of Hartford
University of New Haven
University of Saint Joseph
Wesleyan University
Yale University

Delaware State University
Wesley College

DELAWARE

ILLINOIS

Columbia College Chicago
Northwestern University

MINNESOTA

Capella University
Saint Mary's University of Minnesota
St. Olaf College

Andrews University
University of Michigan–Ann Arbor

MICHIGAN

MARYLAND

Bowie State University
Coppin State University
John Hopkins University
McDaniel College
Morgan State University
Stevenson University
University of Maryland Eastern Shore

MASSACHUSETTS

American International College
Babson College
Bard College at Simon's Rock
Bentley University
Boston College
Boston Conservatory at Berklee
Boston University
Brandeis University
College of the Holy Cross
Columbus State Community College
Curry College
Emerson College
Fitchburg State University
Hampshire College
Lasell College
Massachussetts College Of Liberal Arts
Mount Holyoke College
Northeastern University
Pine Manor College
Simmons University
Smith College
Tufts University
Wellesley College
Wheaton College
Williams College

LOUISIANA

Tulane University
Xavier University of Louisiana

MAINE

Bates College
Bowdoin College

INDIANA

DePauw University
Indiana Institute of Technology
Indiana University
Ivy Tech Community College
Purdue University

KENTUCKY

Berea College

MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College

Dartmouth College
New England College
Southern New Hampshire University

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Reed College

OREGON

Albright College
Allegheny College
Arcadia University
Bucknell University
Carnegie Mellon University
Cheyney University of Pennsylvania
Drexel University
East Stroudsburg University
Gettysburg College
Keystone College
Lafayette College
Lehigh University
Lincoln University
Lycoming College
Mansfield University of Pennsylvania
Moravian University
Pennsylvania State University
Point Park University
Rosemont College
Swarthmore College
Temple University
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
Villanova University
YTI Career Institute

PENNSYLVANIA

OHIO

Central State University
Eastern Gateway Community College
Lake Erie College
Xavier University

Minot State University

NORTH DAKOTA

Davidson College
Johnson C. Smith University
North Carolina A&T
North Carolina Central University
North Carolina State University
Saint Augustine College
Salem College
University of North Carolina
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of North Carolina Greensboro
Vance Granville Community College
Wake Forest University
Winston-Salem State University

NORTH CAROLINA

Bloomfield College
Drew University
Essex County College
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Hudson County Community College
Kean University
Middlesex College
Montclair State University
Rider University
Rutgers University
Saint Peter's University
Seton Hall University
Stockton University
Strayer University

NEW JERSEY

Over 140 schools! 

NEW YORK
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Keith Meister
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When I first joined HCZ, I was impressed by its 
innovative, strategic, and data-informed 
approach to ending the cycle of 
intergenerational poverty. To me, the 
unparalleled success of the HCZ model spoke 
volumes. It was evident from the outset that 
this was an organization with ambitious goals 
and the unwavering determination to achieve 
them.

Yet, when Kwame unveiled his vision for an 
audacious initiative aimed at addressing the 
wealth gap in our country, I’ll admit, I had 
reservations. However, Kwame’s remarkable 
ability to raise funding, garner widespread 
support, and catalyze this bold new effort was 
truly inspiring.  

With Wealth Builds now successfully 
launched, its impact has been immediate and 
clear. Our scholars, from our little ones all the 
way to our high school graduates, are being 
empowered with financial education and 
resources to build successful financial futures. 
Witnessing the dedication and ingenuity of 
our team in action, I am more confident than 
ever that HCZ, more than any other 
organization, can tackle such a formidable 
challenge.

As we embark on the Wealth Builds initiative, 
my fellow trustees and I remain inspired by 
Kwame’s ambitious plans for the future and 
optimistic about the journey ahead. Wealth 
Builds embodies our organization’s core 
values and represents significant strides 
toward our mission to end intergenerational 
poverty and advance opportunities for our 
communities. This initiative holds the 
potential to transform what once seemed like 
a distant dream into a tangible reality for 
millions of young people across the nation. 

This is a pivotal moment for HCZ. I am eager 
to see the impact we will make in the 
communities we serve in Harlem and beyond. 
As Chair of the Board, I am privileged to play a 
role in making history alongside our 
best-in-class team, community partners, and 
you, our supporters.  

I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all 
of you. Your commitment is the bedrock of 
our organization's success. Achieving our 
vision to execute, at scale, will require the 
support of many individuals who believe in 
this work. We are deeply grateful that you 
share our belief in the unlimited potential of 
our scholars and families, and we invite you to 
continue this journey with us. Together, we 
are effecting change that will resonate for 
generations to come. 

Keith Meister
Chair

“I am more confident than 
ever that HCZ, more than any 
other organization, can tackle 
such a formidable challenge.”
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155
scholars earned 
college degrees 
in FY24

980+
scholars currently 
enrolled in college

7,646
participants in 
Healthy Harlem 
in FY24

7,990+
graduates of The 
Baby College® 
since 2000

2,600+
Harlem Gems Pre-K 
scholars have 
graduated since 2007

$77M+
in tax refunds 
returned to our 
community over the 
past 20+ years

*as of 2024
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entities have 
visited HCZ 
through 
Practitioners 
Institute since 
2003 

600+
place-based 
partners 
through 
William Julius 
Wilson Institute

30+

1,802
college graduates 
since FY11

22,052
scholars and adults served 
in FY24
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Scholarship award 
recipients at the 2023 
Friend of the Children 
Award Dinner 





IN CASE YOU 
MISSED IT JULY 2022 - JUNE 2024

HCZ Hosts Friend 
of the Children 
Award Dinner

We hosted our annual 
benefit dinner honoring 
Sam Reeves, President 
and Founder, Pinnacle 
Trading LLC.

APR 

HCZ Celebrates 
National College 
Signing Day

Our HCZ Promise Academy 
and Zone Programs high 
school seniors celebrated 
their college choices at our 
annual event in 2023 and 
2024.

MAY

Scholars Participate in 
Financial Literacy 
Town Halls

Scholars heard from our 
CEO Kwame Owusu-Kesse, 
who shared his personal 
financial journey and critical 
insights to help them 
achieve financial 
empowerment. 

FEB 

2024
Geoffrey Canada 
Marks 40th 
Anniversary
Our community and 
supporters celebrated HCZ 
Founder and President 
Geoffrey Canada for his 
40-year commitment to 
our organization. 

NOV

Harlem Rising 
Premieres at SXSW 
EDU in Austin
Our CEO Kwame 
Owusu-Kesse and Founder 
and President Geoffrey 
Canada hosted the world 
premiere screening of 
Harlem Rising, a 
documentary about HCZ.

MAR 

Scholars recite the HCZ Promise 
Academy Creed at the opening 
celebration of HCZ Promise 
Academy II Elementary School. 

HCZ Hosts Friend 
of the Children 
Award Dinner

We hosted our annual 
benefit dinner honoring 
Aneel Bhusri, Co-Founder 
and Executive Chair, 
Workday and Oakland’s Eat. 
Learn. Play. foundation.

APR 



2022

Kwame Owusu-Kesse 
in Nonprofit Power 100
Our CEO Kwame 
Owusu-Kesee was featured on 
City and State NY’s Nonprofit 
100 list in 2022 and 2023 in 
recognition of his impactful 
leadership.

OCT 2023
Promise Academy II 
Elementary School Opens

Our new school at 70 E. 
112th Street opened with 
more space for scholars 
and expanded our services 
across our growing Zone. 

JAN 

Summer Games 
Returns in Person
After a three-year absence, our 
scholars and staff returned for 
Summer Games, an 
Olympics-inspired track and 
field event at the Nike Armory, 
in 2022 and 2023.

JUL 

The Baby College 
Celebrates 100th Cycle
The Baby College, our 
signature program for 
new and expectant 
parents and caregivers, 
completed its 100th cycle. 

SEPT 

March for Peace Goes 
Back to the Streets

For the first time since 
2019, our scholars, staff, 
and community members 
marched through Central 
Harlem to demand an end 
to gun violence.

AUG 

WJWI Hosts Power of 
Place in New Orleans
WJWI hosted its Power of 
Place convening in New 
Orleans, building a 
movement dedicated to 
driving social and economic 
mobility for children and 
families across the country.

OCT

Summer Institute 
Brings Leaders Together 
at Harvard
William Julius Wilson 
Institute (WJWI) and Harvard 
University’s EdRedesign Lab 
co-hosted this three-day 
event in 2022 and 2023, 
accelerating place-based 
work.

JUL 

HCZ Celebrates 
Graduation Week
We celebrated all our scholars 
on their graduations and 
moving up ceremonies, 
awarding millions in 
investments and scholarships 
through Wealth Builds.

JUN 

WJWI Joins ENOUGH Act 
Signing in Maryland
Members of our WJWI team 
stood alongside Maryland Gov. 
Wes Moore for the signing of 
the ENOUGH Act to advance 
state-led solutions to 
childhood poverty in the state. 

MAY 

Wealth Builds Featured 
in NYTimes
The publication featured HCZ's 
bold initiative to end 
intergenerational poverty and 
close the wealth gap by 
empowering young people 
and families to build successful 
financial futures.

APR 
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SYDNOR AND 
HOUSAINATOU 
BALDE

Scan for a bonus video!
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Scholars Get 
College and Career 
Support To Earn 
Degrees — and 
Achieve Their 
Dreams

Brandon Sydnor and Housainatou Balde, HCZ 
scholars attending the University at Albany, 
have big dreams. Brandon wants to be a 
leader in the sports management field; 
Housainatou wants to own a successful 
business. But dreams don’t come easy: they 
take hard work, resilience, and often, the 
support of your community. 

Now in college, Brandon and Housainatou are 
getting that support from programs in our 
comprehensive, cradle-to-career pathway of 
services: Wealth Builds and College Success 
Office (CSO).

As we always say at HCZ, you may leave the 
Zone, but the Zone never leaves you. As they 
transition into and push through their 
post-secondary journeys, our scholars have the 
backing of CSO, which helps them to get into 
college and earn their degrees, and Wealth 
Builds, which helps them build successful 
financial futures and bright careers.

Support Persisting Through 
College

When Brandon graduated from HCZ Promise 
Academy, he felt confident that his time at our 
premier K-12 charter school prepared him to 
take on the challenges of college. But as he 
applied to and later started college, he faced a 
few curveballs. As a high school senior, he had 
to navigate the tricky application process; in 
college, he struggled to balance study time 
and his busy class schedule. He had difficulties 
holding himself accountable. CSO helped him 
every step of the way. 

Now in college, Brandon is getting guidance 
from his CSO counselor. This includes 
one-on-one coaching, academic and 
emotional support, and even in-person visits 
to campus.

“Coming into college is a big shocker,” 
Brandon says. “It was a learning experience 
for sure. But my counselor was there for me. I 
talk to CSO almost every week now. They’re 
like a second family.”

Housainatou’s sophomore year was especially 
challenging. After a promising  freshman 
year, she saw her grades slip and her focus 
falter, as the newness of college wore off and 
the reality of hard work set in. She started 
losing confidence in herself. That’s when her 
CSO counselor helped her push past her 
self-doubt and reminded her: this is where 
she belongs.

“My counselor helped me become the person 
I am now: more persistent and consistent,” 
says Housainatou, who attended 
Employment and Technology Center, one of 
our Zone After School Programs. “Even in my 
senior year, I still reach out to her for advice.”

“Investments in us and our 
futures”

Our support doesn’t end with getting our 
scholars to and through college: We also help 
them figure out how to pay for college. As a 
high school senior, Brandon took financial 
literacy courses and workshops. These 
opportunities, offered byWealth Builds, help 
our scholars hone their financial 
management skills so they are better 
prepared to finance their post-secondary 
education and future goals.

“I talk to CSO almost every 
week now. They’re like a 
second family.”
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“I appreciate how HCZ makes investments in 
us and our futures,’’ Brandon says. “Before 
graduating from HCZ Promise Academy, 
Wealth Builds helped me understand how to 
properly handle my finances and manage my 
money, budget for the future, and avoid going 
into debt.”

Through Wealth Builds, scholars also have the 
opportunity to earn investment opportunities 
and college scholarships. 

“I was able to pay for a large portion of my 
tuition through a scholarship from HCZ,” 
Housainatou says. “Opportunities like these 
show they believe in us and our potential.”

Building careers, achieving 
dreams

Leading up to and after graduation from 
college, Wealth Builds will help Brandon and 
Housainatou launch their careers. They will 
get help crafting resumes and cover letters, 
applying for and getting jobs, and attending 
professional development workshops. 

From the moment they are born to the time 
they get their first jobs, we encourage our 
scholars to dream big. We’re cheering them 
on every step of the way.

“I have a lot of dreams,” Brandon says. “I want 
to work in sports, and I know I’m going to be 
something someday because I’ve had people 
motivating me to succeed.”

Says Housainatou: “HCZ believed in me, and 
now I believe in myself.”

“I was able to pay for a 
large portion of my tuition 
through a scholarship 
from HCZ. Opportunities 
like these show they 
believe in us.”
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REGINALD PEROZA
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When DeniLee Peroza’s son, Reginald, 
enrolled at HCZ Promise Academy, he 
wasn’t the only one who joined the Promise 
community. His family joined, too.

Reginald, a first grader, benefits from our 
high-quality curriculum, social-emotional 
learning, and after-school programs. At the 
same time, he and DeniLee attend family 
events together at our West Side 
Community Center, and they learn about 
health and wellness through Healthy 
Harlem. 

Everything Our Scholars Need 
to Be Their Best at School

DeniLee beams with pride when she sees 
Reginald thriving at HCZ Promise Academy. 
She’s always known her son was smart and 
talented. But with access to resources and 
opportunities, he is able to realize his full 
potential.

In addition to our rigorous curriculum and 
after-school activities, we provide everything 
scholars like Reginald need to succeed in 
school.

“HCZ is All About 
Empowering 
Families”: HCZ 
Mom and Son 
Get Support 
From Cradle to 
Career

When the family was going through tough 
times, HCZ Promise Academy was by their 
side.

“My dad was very sick, and HCZ provided 
counseling to us,” DeniLee says. “They 
reached out to ask, ‘Is everything OK? Is 
there anything extra we can do? Let us 
know.’ No other school I know of provides 
that kind of support.”

At HCZ, we're committed to empowering our 
scholars — and their families — to succeed.
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In his classes, Reginald uses top-of-the-line 
learning technology such as science 
equipment, musical instruments, and media 
and broadcasting tools. He enjoys 
chef-prepared healthy meals every day.

But for DeniLee, our most valuable resource is 
our caring and passionate teachers.

“Each of Reginald’s teachers has made it a 
point to get to know my son,” DeniLee says. 
“They know what he’s capable of and where to 
push him, to make him great and help him 
succeed. They know how to make learning 
fun.”

Breaking Barriers to College 
through Scholarships 

As an HCZ Promise Academy scholar, 
Reginald won’t only get help making it to and 
through college — he has the opportunity to 
get help paying for it, too.

Through Wealth Builds, scholars can earn 
college scholarships from HCZ. This can 
empower them to avoid debt and build 
wealth as they transition from college into 
their careers.

“With this support, I see my scholar being 
successful in the future,” DeniLee says.

On the Path to a Bright Future

Our support for Reginald continues when he 
enters middle and high school. HCZ Promise 
Academy and our College Success Office will 
help him apply to college and secure financial 
aid, while Wealth Builds will provide financial 
literacy classes that will equip him with the 
knowledge and resources to manage his 
finances.

“I know I made the best choice for my scholar 
by sending him to HCZ Promise Academy 
because they invest in and believe in him,” 
DeniLee says of her son. “They will help him 
achieve all their dreams in life, no matter 
what. And that’s my dream for my children.”

“I know I made the best 
choice for my scholar by 
sending him to HCZ 
Promise Academy because 
they invest in and believe 
in them.”
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Geoffrey Canada 
Founder and President, 
Harlem Children’s Zone (HCZ) and 
Founder, William Julius Wilson 
Institute at HCZ



2022 - 2024 IMPACT REPORT     26

Geoffrey Canada: Reflecting 
on 40 Years of Leadership

When I became education director of 
Rheedlen Centers for Children and Families 40 
years ago, and later, its president, my mission, 
above all else, was to keep my kids alive.  

It was a tough time to be a young person in 
Harlem. Our neighborhood was suffering 
under the plagues of guns, drugs, and poverty. 
Our young people were caught right in the 
middle of it.

But just staying alive is no way to live. I wanted 
our young people to thrive.

I knew firsthand what our kids were going 
through. I grew up with three brothers in a 
single-parent household in the South Bronx. 
Forget about getting a good education or 
going to college. Getting to school safely was 
hard enough. By the time I joined Rheedlen, 
the times had changed, but the problems 
hadn’t: kids in Harlem were dealing with many 
of the same struggles my brothers and I had 
endured as kids.

Meanwhile, in more affluent communities, the 
environment was much different. Safety, a 
good education, dreams of a college degree — 
all of that was a given. So was a solid shot at 
the American Dream. But I always wondered: 
didn’t our young people deserve the same 
shot? They have so much potential. All that’s 
missing was opportunity.

What a difference 40 years makes.

Since we began planning for the HCZ project 
in 1997, the odds for our young people in 
Harlem have changed dramatically. Our 
scholars have redefined what’s possible for 
young people like them — and for 
communities like ours all over the nation.

The entire country has taken notice of what 
we’re doing here in Harlem. Most notably, the 
Federal Government took inspiration from 
HCZ’s place-based, cradle-to-career model in 
implementing its Promise Neighborhoods 
Initiative. Now, under Kwame’s leadership, we 
are being more intentional in scaling our 
impact through William Julius Wilson Institute 
and Wealth Builds. Leaders from place-based 
organizations from Atlanta to Minneapolis to 
Oakland are looking to us for guidance on how 
to do this work, and to do it effectively. 
Together, we are changing odds for millions of 
young people and families in their 
communities.

“I believe in all of you, and 
above all else, I believe in 
our young people and their 
potential. ”
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One of the most important things I’ve 
learned in my 40 years at HCZ is you can’t do 
this work alone. To our donors: your support 
is more critical now than ever before. 
COVID-19 exposed and amplified 
long-standing issues impacting our 
communities. Learning loss, falling test 
grades, and a growing mental health crisis 
— never in my four-decade career has this 
work been so urgent. There’s no time for 
excuses. It’s up to all of us to roll up our 
sleeves and fundamentally change the 
trajectory of our young people and families 
once and for all. We simply cannot afford to 
fail.

Kwame managed to pull me out of 
retirement. But I won’t be doing this work 
forever. It’s going to be up to all of you to 
push the field forward, to continue scaling 
our impact, and to transform the lives of 
millions of young people and families across 
the country. 

Despite the challenges in front of us, I have 
every confidence we can achieve this goal. It’s 
because of all the progress I’ve seen over these 
past 40 years and the progress I continue to 
see today. I believe in our communities, I 
believe in all of you, and above all else, I believe 
in our young people and their potential. 
Together, we can help them achieve the 
American Dream.

Geoffrey Canada
Founder and President, 
Harlem Children’s Zone (HCZ) and 
Founder, William Julius Wilson 
Institute at HCZ
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Geoffrey Canada 
Celebrates 
40 Years 
at Harlem 
Children’s Zone

Four decades ago, Geoffrey Canada came to 
Rheedlen Centers for Children and Families 
with nothing but a dream — a dream to 
transform a neighborhood and change the 
odds for young people living there. 

Today, that dream has become a reality. 
Through the work of Mr. Canada and Harlem 
Children’s Zone (formerly Rheedlen Centers), 
the organization he founded, thousands of 
children in Harlem — and across the country — 
are building bright futures for themselves and 
their families. 

We were thrilled to honor Mr. Canada for his 40 
years at HCZ with a celebration at our Geoffrey 
Canada Community Center. Hosted by our 
CEO Kwame Owusu-Kesse, the festivities 
brought together hundreds of Mr. Canada’s 
family, friends, and colleagues. They included 
Pharrell Williams, the Grammy Award-winning 
musician and entrepreneur, Mr. Canada’s wife, 
Yvonne, his four children, and HCZ Board 
members, alumni, and staff. 
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William Julius Wilson 
Institute and Harvard 
University’s EdRedesign Lab 
host Summer Institute: 
Transforming Place Through 
Neighborhood Leadership.   
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Through our national leadership initiatives, 
William Julius Wilson Institute (WJWI) and 
Wealth Builds, we are scaling our impact all 
over the country. The following are highlights 
of our work:

Power of Place: The Heart and 
Science of Cradle to Career

In October 2023, WJWI hosted its second 
annual convening, Power of Place: The Heart 
and Science of Cradle to Career, in New 
Orleans. The convening brought together over 
500 leaders, practitioners, and policy makers 
in the field of place-based, cradle-to-career 
partnerships for inspiring conversations and 
community building. Through Power of Place, 
we are building a movement to change the 
odds for millions of young people across our 
nation. 

Passing the ENOUGH Act and 
Supporting its Implementation 
in Maryland

In November 2022, WJWI entered into 
discussions with Maryland Gov. Wes Moore, 
his policy teams, and members of the 
Maryland General Assembly to craft the 
contours of the ENOUGH Act — 
first-in-the-nation statewide 
neighborhood-based legislation designed to 
end child poverty. 

After several months of planning and spirited 
legislative debate, the Act was passed by the 
Maryland legislature in early April and signed 
into law on May 9, 2024. WJWI provided key 
support throughout the process, from the 
bill’s inception to passage.

William Julius 
Wilson Institute

Scan for a video 
from Power of Place!
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They also attended the Summer Institute: 
Transforming Place through Neighborhood 
Leadership, hosted by WJWI and Harvard 
University’s EdRedesign Lab which featured 
a separate track for these district leaders.

Supporting Communities 
Across the Country  

WJWI serves as a resource to organizations 
across the country on the front lines of 
place-based cradle-to-career work. It offers 
research-driven, comprehensive solutions to 
leaders and practitioners working to root out 
generational poverty in their communities. 
WJWI’s north star: connect one million 
young people with opportunities that put 
them on the pathway to social and economic 
mobility. Over the past year, WJWI has 
partnered with 34 communities and 
counting. 

Deep-diving on 
Neighborhood-based, 
Cradle-to-Career Partnerships 
with District Leaders

Creating economic mobility for underserved 
communities begins with a strong K-12 
education foundation. To enhance 
cradle-to-career support, WJWI launched the 
inaugural Education Leaders Design 
Fellowship (ELDF), a national initiative uniting 
superintendents and district leaders from 23 
districts across 14 states, serving more than 1.4 
million students. The fellowship kicked off with 
a two-day session at HCZ focused on 
community-building and place-based 
strategies. Participants then traveled to 
Oakland, California to learn from partnerships 
at Oakland Promise and Mission Economic 
Development Agency, focusing on integrating 
schools with wrap-around support. 

WJWI National 
Impact Locations

NEW YORK, NY

POUGHKEEPSIE, NY

OAKLAND, CA

SAN FRANCISCO, CA

FRESNO, CA LOUISVILLE, KY

NEWARK, NJ

MINNEAPOLIS, MN PROVIDENCE, RI

HARTFORD, CT

DAYTON, OH

DETROIT, MI

SPARTANBURG, SC

SALT LAKE CITY, UT

MEMPHIS, TN

WILMINGTON, DE

ORLANDO, FL

ATLANTA, GA

GUILFORD COUNTY, NC

SAN ANTONIO, TX

DALLAS, TX

TULSA, OK

TOLEDO, OH

CHICAGO, IL

WORCESTER, MA

BOSTON, MA

CHELSEA, MA

MARYLAND

BROWARD COUNTY, FL
BIRMINGHAM, AL

HAMILTON COUNTY, TN

WASHINGTON, D.C.

PHILADELPHIA, PA
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Wealth Builds is our bold initiative to close the 
wealth gap and end intergenerational poverty by 
empowering our young people, families, and 
communities to build successful financial futures. 

Through this audacious initiative, scholars 
participate in financial literacy classes and 
workshops, earn scholarship and financial 
investment opportunities from birth to career, and 
access our pathway of holistic, cradle-to-career 
services. Once they graduate from high school, 
they are better prepared to pay for college or other 
post-secondary programs, buy their first home, or 
start a business — pathways to achieving 
life-changing social and economic mobility. 

Wealth Builds addresses the wealth gap through 
the following nine research-backed pillars: 

Family Empowerment
A select pilot of new parents and 
caregivers receive small investments to 
empower them to establish a critical 
financial foundation and support their 
young ones.

College Savings Accounts
Scholars receive seeded college savings 
accounts (CSAs) to increase savings for 
college tuition and expenses. 

Youth Opportunity Fund
Scholars can earn access to a $10,000 
allocation in our investment fund that 
may be withdrawn in adulthood for 
activities that catalyze wealth 
generation (i.e. buying a home, 
entrepreneurial expenses, and more) 
upon the completion of key milestones.

Financial Literacy
Scholars benefit from courses and 
after-school programs to hone financial 
management skills and promote 
financial well-being.

Entrepreneurship & Employment
Scholars have access to skill-building 
resources to support their career and 
entrepreneurial success.

Scholarships & Loan Assistance 
Scholars receive college scholarships and 
student loan repayment assistance to 
reduce their debt burden and support 
wealth building.

Retirement Savings
Scholars benefit from savings and 
incentives alongside financial planning to 
help them save for retirement.

Financial Inclusion
Through workshops and information 
sessions, community members learn skills 
to realize their financial goals.

Policy & Advocacy
HCZ influences state and federal policies 
that address economic inequity and unlock 
private and public capital.



Kwame Owusu-Kesse

“Ending the wealth gap 
is audacious. But when 
have we done things 
any differently at HCZ?”



The following are highlights of our Wealth 
Builds work:

Launching a Financial 
Literacy Curriculum and 
Workshops

Our new Financial Literacy curriculum is 
designed to equip our scholars with the 
tools and knowledge to manage their 
finances and build successful financial 
futures. The initiative kicked off with 
Financial Literacy Town Halls led by our 
CEO Kwame Owusu-Kesse, who shared his 
own personal finance journey and insights 
on how financial literacy can help scholars 
achieve their goals. 

Exploring Professional Paths 
at Wealth Builds Career Fairs

Wealth Builds hosted a series of career 
days in 2023 and 2024. Middle school 
scholars from HCZ Promise Academy, A 
Cut Above, and Peacemakers explored 
career opportunities and learned from 
industry professionals while our HCZ 
Promise Academy and Zone Programs 
seniors connected with professionals from 
fields such as education, law, 
entrepreneurship, and software 
development.

Opening College Savings 
Accounts for our Youngest 
Scholars

Wealth Builds launched this program, 
providing an initial $500 investment in NY 
529 College Savings Plans for participants 
in two cycles of The Baby College. Upon 
graduation, scholars will be able to use 
these funds to finance their college 
education and other post-secondary 
programs. Alongside the CSAs, Wealth 
Builds offered workshops on financial 
planning, college preparation, and 
securing financial aid.



We are so grateful to our 
donors. Without your 
contribution, HCZ would 
only exist as a vision and a 
dream. Thanks to your 
support, it’s a reality — one 
that you have helped us 
make so successful that 
it’s become a model 
replicated all over the 
world.  
 
Every donation counts. 
Big, small, or something in 
between. Your 
contribution makes a 
difference — a real 
difference — in the lives of 
real people, of all ages, in 
Harlem and beyond.  

From the bottom of our 
hearts, we thank you.  

The HCZ Team  

Thank You.
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$ 1 MILLION+
Ballmer Group
Aneel Bhusri
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Blue Meridian Partners
The Carson Family Charitable Trust
Stephanie and Chase Coleman
Dalio Philanthropies
Joe DiMenna
Fiona and Stanley Druckenmiller
The JPB Foundation
Mark and Anla Cheng Kingdon Foundation
Philippe and Ana Laffont
Elaine and Ken Langone
The William Louis-Dreyfus Foundation
Danielle and Eric Mandelblatt
Melissa and Keith Meister
Mother Cabrini Health Foundation
Oak Foundation
Betsy and Sam Reeves
Robertson Foundation
Robin Hood
David Rogers and Elizabeth Dexter / Castle  
   Hook Partners LP
Lori and Zachary Schreiber
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family                            
  Philanthropies
Ashok and Alyssa Varadhan
Lisa and Richard Witten
Yield Giving
Anonymous (5)

$500,000 - 999,999
Acquavella Family Foundation
American Express
Bezos Family
Bezos Family Foundation
Cartier Philanthropy
K. Don Cornwell
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
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Lone Pine Foundation, Inc.
Sue and Steven Mandel
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
The Sealark Foundation
Marilyn and Jim Simons
Cynthia and Sheldon Stone
Target

$250,00 - 499,999
Susan and Matthew Blank
Dianne and Doug Buckminster
Edna McConnell Clark Foundation
H. Lawrence Clark

Dune Road Foundation
Jimmy and Susan Dunne
Kevin D. Eng and Un Hae Song Foundation /  
   Columbus Hill Capital Management, L.P.
Vickie and Ken French
The Fuhrman Family Foundation
Jamie and Jeffrey Harris
Charles Hayden Foundation
Sonia and Paul T. Jones
Mindy Miller and Robert Rayner
The Pinkerton Foundation
PointState Capital LP
Samlyn Capital, LLC
Ashley and James Smyth
Kristin and Kenan Turnacioglu

$100,000 - 249,999
Ainslie Foundation
Apis Capital Advisors, LLC
Jill and Jay Bernstein
Bessent-Freeman Family Foundation
Blackstone Charitable Foundation
Bill Brown
Champion Charities
Tali Rosenblatt Cohen and Sender Cohen
Corvex Management LP
The Costas Family Foundation
Sara and Robert D'Alelio
The Dang Holme Family
David and Cheryl Duffield
FAMSA Foundation
The Ford Foundation
Rosalind and Eugene J. Glaser
Google.org
Alexander Gowen and Irene Tse
GQG Partners Community Empowerment 
Foundation
Sloan and David Greenspan
Bradley and Christopher James
Louise and Jerry Kerner
Marie-Josée and Henry Kravis
Sandy and Mitch Kurz
Sarah and Eric Lane
The LeFrak Family
Annesley and David MacFarlane
Shelly and Tony Malkin
The McCance Foundation
Million Dollar Baby
Jonathan Nelson
North Peak Capital Management, LLC
Charles R. O'Malley Charitable Lead Trust
The Pasculano Foundation
Philotimo Foundation
Anne and Chris Reyes
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$100,000 - 249,999 cont’d
M. Jude Reyes
Schwarz Foundation
Vickie and David Smick
Sundheim Family Foundation
Kevin Warsh
Jessica and Bryan Wiener
Workday Foundation
Anonymous (2)

$50,000 - 99,999 
Addition LP
J.W. Bagley Foundation
Barclays
Megan and Michael Buckley
Kathryn and Kenneth Chenault
Clearfield Capital Management
Colgate-Palmolive Company
Leon and Toby Cooperman
Farm Credit Funding Corporation
April Freilich
The Edward P. Gilligan Family Foundation
Jeffrey and Lindsey Goldfaden
Shelley and Graham Goldsmith
Penny and James Gorman
Gray Foundation
John and Amy Griffin Foundation
Stella and Charles Guttman Foundation
The Hayes Foundation
Edward D. Herlihy
Hobson / Lucas Family Foundation
Caroline and Ed Hyman
Craig R. Johnson Family
George Kaiser Family Foundation
KISS Products, Inc.
Zach and Brittany Kurz / PinnBrook Capital  
   Management
The Margaret and Daniel Loeb Foundation
Mackenzie Family Fund
Maltese Capital Management, LLC
Maplelane Capital
Steve and Carolyn Okin
Amy and Tony Pasquariello
Jillian and Michael Pohly
George Roberts
Laura Samberg and Michael Faino
Sinegal Family Foundation
Sony Corporation of America
Soroban Capital Partners, LLC
The Starr Foundation / Starr International   
   Foundation
The Barry and Mimi Sternlicht Foundation
Blakely and John Stinebaugh
Kelly and Lee Styslinger

Thrive Capital Management
Tishman Speyer
Barb and Steve Young
Natasha and Dirk Ziff
Anonymous (2)

$25,000 - 49,999 
Megan and Harris Barton
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Bier
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Kathleen and Thomas Bogan
Mariana and Christian Broda
Ann-Marie and Christopher Campbell
Yvonne and Geoffrey Canada
Civic Builders
Clayton, Dubliner, and Rice
Neal S. ElAttrache
Ana and Carl Eschenbach
Evette and Scott Ferguson
Beverley Gutfreund
Kate and Joe Haleski / The Haleski Foundation
James and Dee Haslam
Indus Capital Partners, LLC
Carol and Laban Jackson
Lynette and Richard Jaffe
Sandra and Michael Kamen
Vicky and Ken Lang
Gregory and Kendall Ley
Stanley and Lucy Lopata Charitable 
Foundation
Karen and Barry Mills
Modern Bank, N.A.
Divya Nettimi and Amar Vora
The O'Shea Family Foundation
Shawn H. Pattison
Nancy Peretsman and Robert Scully
Alexandra and Alex Robertson
The Salem Foundation
Gary Saltz Foundation
Rebecca J. Simmons
Katherine Snider
SurgoCap Partners
Troob Family Foundation
Michael Tuch Foundation
Warburg Pincus LLC
Will Weatherford
W. Hall Wendel, Jr.
Barry and Oblio Wish Family Foundation
Meryl and Chuck Witmer
Anonymous (7)

$10,000 - 24,999
Eric Aber
Charlotte and David Ackert
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$10,000 - 24,999 cont’d
William Ackman and Neri Oxman
Acorn Hill Foundation
Jess Agnew-Blais and Peter Deming
ANDAH Foundation
Holly Anderson and Douglas Hirsch
Josie and Kow Atta-Mensah
Beehouse
Scott and Roxanne Bok
The Boon Family Charitable Fund
Brahman Capital
Frank P. Cammisa, Jr.
Jon and Michelle Canarick
The Casement Fund Ltd
Lisa and Dick Cashin
Christine and Jeremy Chase
Lisa and Gary D. Cohn
Saundra and W. Don Cornwell
Samuel D. Cozen Memorial Fund
Joellen and Colin Crowley
Dendur Capital LP
Steven and Roberta Denning
Nikki and Mike Denvir
Annette and Thomas Dircks
Suzanne and Matthew Donohoe
Steven Duncker
The Robert and Gail Edelstein Foundation
Beth and Michael Fascitelli
The Larry Fitzgerald Foundation
The Ford Family Fund
Brian and Lauren Frank
Arlene and Charles Gibson
Craig and Stacey Gorman
Laura and Peter Grauer
Katharine Nadler and Jeffrey Greenberg
H/Advisors Abernathy
Suni and Woody Harford
IAC Charitable Foundation, Inc.
The ITOCHU International Foundation of 

North America
Joseph Kaempfer
The Kaufmann Foundation
Charles Kaye
Ella and Thomas C. Kelleher
The Kresge Foundation
Terri and Eugene Lee
Gregg Lemkau
Sue Suh and Chad Livingston
Donna and John Lockitt
Tom Loemker
The McBride Family
The McBride Family
James and Marsha McCormick
McKinsey & Company

Maria W. Melby
Benita Melton
Jamie and Jason Medved
Mercer
Cynthia and Joseph Mitchell
Morgan Stanley
MullenLowe U.S. and Mediahub
New York Life Foundation
Northern Trust
Barbara G. Occhiogrosso Family Foundation
Carol-Ann and Alan J. Olson
Pacific Program Management
Billy W. Patterson in memory of Barbara Ann  
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Joyce H. Pendleton
Katarina and Mike Pendy
The Edward and Dorothy Perkins Foundation
PJT Partners
PNC Foundation
Sean Rhatigan
Marvin and Sylvia Rubin Family Foundation
James E. and Sharon C. Rohr
Carolyn and Marc J. Rowan
Sally Hechinger Rudoy
Thomas Ryan
Paula and Peter Sherk
Societe Generale Americas
Katherine Stueland
Connor Teskey
TOMS Capital Investment Management
Kenneth G. Tropin
Tudor Investment Corporation
Vieira Family Fund
Juli and Frank Vitiello
Seth H. Waugh
White Family Fund
Richard Wyatt
Andrew and Rebecca Wynne
Geoff Yang
Youth Foundation, Inc.
James Zenni
Anonymous (13)
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American Express Company Employee Giving  
   Program
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Laura Louise Breyer
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Burlington Stores Foundation
Chief Executives Organization
Ben and Hana Cluff
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$5,000 - 9,999  cont’d
Cross Ocean Partners Management LP
Zoe Cruz
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Ann Dusseau
Duquesne Family Office, LLC
Jo Ann Eder
Andra and John Ehrenkranz
Timothy J. Erb
Laura Frank
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   LLP
Gabelli Funds
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   Services, LLC
Peter Georgescu
Give Lively Foundation
Gary and Dr. Phyllis Gladstein
Gay Greer
Harvey Goldenberg and Rosie Kaplan
Ashley Goldsmith
James Harrison
Laura and Mark Hawkins
Heinz Family Foundation
Horwitz Family Fund
Patricia Iskander
Charles Kahn
Michele and David Kamp
Vicky Kleinman
Maria and Vladimir Kliatchko
Lafayette Square
Nikola Lahcanski
Lea Langdon
David Lerner
LifeSci Partners
Carey Lifschultz and David Stiepleman
Rochelle and Robert Light
Lost Man Foundation
James and Tanya Mahood Foundation
Maine Molecular Quality Controls, Inc.
Brad San Martin
Sarah Matthews and Alan Bowser
Kathryn and Nico Mongelli
Peter Morse
Julia Morton and Andrew Mannik
Murray-Seiler Family Charitable Fund
Alison Musci
Christine Naify
Tom Nelson
New York Life Insurance Company
Maryellen Noreika
Edward I. O'Brien
Mark and Rebecca Oline
PGA of America
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$5,000 - 9,999  cont’d
MaKenzie and Brett Ramsey
Kristin and John Reynolds
Condoleezza Rice
Susan Riordan
Michelle Ross
Marcia and Philip Rothblum Foundation
Christine and Matthew Roy
Debbie and Jeff Samberg
Carol Schautz
Mark Shapiro
Shenkman Capital Management, Inc.
Societe Generale
Fredric and Randi Sosnick
Forrest Spencer and George Rozanski
Elizabeth and Mayo Stuntz
Sean Tan
Paul J. Taubman
Carrie Varoquiers
The Visualize Group
Wille Family Foundation
Alford Williams
William T. and Patricia Williams
Anonymous (5)

$2,500 - 4,999 
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The Au Family Foundation
Deborah Barak
Judith and William Bassett
Peter Bishop
Jean and Beau Bohm
Jason Bonanca
Jeff and Kristin Bradach
Margaret Brooks
Liz and Charles Chasin
Carole Darden-Lloyd and Edward G. Lloyd
Thomas DeLong and Vineeta   
   Vijayaraghavan
Meg and Michael Ding
The John and Anne Duffy Foundation Inc.
Hollie and Jack Franke
Christopher Free
Matthew Garton
Godfrey R. Gill and Chloe Drew
Thelma Golden
Marcy and Bennett Grau
Kevin Harley
Gary Hirsch
Kristina and Earl Hunt
Layne Cook Johnson
Abdul Khan
Natsuko Kodama and Laurence Dare
Jenifer and Kevin Kramer



43     HARLEM CHILDREN’S ZONE

HCZ Promise Academy 
scholars in our Band 
program practice their 

instruments.

$2,500 - 4,999 cont’d
Phyllis and Adam Kurzer
Jayne Lipman and Bob Goodman
Joanna and Shaun Livingston
Robin Loomis
Dr. Joseph Ludwick
Demetrios Lyristis
Marshall Wace North America LP
Ronna and Michael McNamara
Rajiv and Danielle Mehta
Julie and Adam Paget
Missy and Samuel Palmisano
Jed Posnick
Nancy and Glenn Rankin
Marc Rindner and Younjee Kim
Krista and Doug Robinson
Cari and Jeffrey Schnipper
Nora Smith and Jonathan Schroeder
Laura Shlien
Anthony Shropshire
The Singh Foundation
Kim Snow
Girardeau Spann
Synchrony Bank
John Tosti
Paula Volent
Irene Weinstock
Andrea Wong
Anonymous (6)
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Jacques Adrien
Aetna Life Insurance Company
Ferdinand Airault
Anike Ajagunna
Michael J. Armstrong Memorial Foundation
Bob Ascher
Rose Baker
Marian and Jeffrey Bass
Tom Battan
Lenore Champagne Beirne
Brian D. Berman
Katharine Bicknell
The Boston Foundation
Carla Briscoe
Aaron Brody
Mary and Eric Brown
Michael Brunnquell and Alexandra Caldwell
Gloria Buccieri
Marc A. Butcher
Michael Chae
Thomas Chatt and George Scheideman
Maureen Harris Cheheyl

Janet Choi and Tamir Scheinok
Colleen Clark
Cale and Angie Cloutier
Brandon Collier
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Community Foundation Boulder County
Roy V. Crabtree Jr.
J. Scott Craig
Nancy Cunningham
Mark Czaja
Katie Dai
Francis Daniels
Louis Deaett
Anna and Joseph De Feo
Deutsche Bank
Forrest Dillaway
Kimberly and Richard Donaldson
Devin Donovan
Paula and Daniel W. Dreyfuss
The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
Clarence E. Duncan
Amy and Alex Dworkowitz
Kathy and Richard Fraites
Judith Frankfurt
Susan and Peter E. Friedes
Jennifer and Richard Geller
Rebecca Gerlach
Lile and John Gibbons
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Joan Griffin
Nina and Andrew C. Grosso
Marc Gunther
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Reggie Harris
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Andrew Hutchinson
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Brittani Jackson
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JPMorgan Chase & Co. Employee Giving 
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Benjamin Kamine
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Dean C. Kehler
Andres F. de Lasa
James Lauer
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$1,000 - 2,499 cont’d
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William J. Lewis
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Shari and Nathan Lindenbaum
Yuk Ming Liu
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Loomis, Sayles & Company
Mr. and Mrs. N. Lyall
Anne Mai
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Katherine Marion
Elizabeth Maynard
Christopher McCooey
Katie and Brian McCormick
Joyce Menschel
Eddie Meraz
Sara Milsten and Daniel Bain
Andrew Mitchell
Stephen Muto
Shreya and Satish Nagula
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Janet Nicodemus
James O'Connor, Jr.
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Lorraine Ostergren and Mark Anderson
Karen Otto
Arielle Patrick and Aaron Goldstein
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Nathaniel Picard-Busky
Deborah Pines and David Livingstone
Jane Pirotin and Carmine Bello
Leroy Prempeh and Jyoti Rajagopal
Ryan Price
Glenn Prochnow
Lori Rayner-Grossi
Noah Reimers
Heidi and Richard Rieger
Susanne Roberts and Stephen H. Choe
Lucette and Derek Robinson
Nancy Roob and Lukas Weinstein
Joyce M. Rothblum Weidenaar
George Rountree
Peter Rudegeair
Sarah Saltzberg
Neil Scanlon
Thomas Seymour
Lorelei Schroeter
Howie and Meg Searing
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John Shurman
Jesse Singh
Single Step Foundation

Robert M. Smith
Robert and Karen Sobel Charitable 
Foundation
Mark Sommer and Dr. Julie Jolin
Kersten Stannard
The Starbucks Foundation
Leith Steel
Brandi Stewart
Lauren Stoneberg
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Tina Ujlaki and Richard Marmet
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Erica Webber and Shondra Davis
Douglas Weill
Howard A. Weiner
David Weinstein
Daniel Weiss
Rachel and Allison Weissman Fund, Dr. Drew 
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Wien Family Fund
Diane E. Wilson
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Ariel Winiger
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Jeffrey Wright
Ravi Yadav
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Martha and Matthew Zola
Anonymous (16)

In-Kind Donors
Acronym
Ashley Furniture
BrainPOP
Champion Charities
Colgate-Palmolive Company
Duquesne Family Office
Hasbro Foundation
JDO Foundation
King Street Capital Management, LLC
Lone Pine Foundation, Inc.
Mindy Miller and Robert Rayner
Napier Park Global Capital
National Football League
The Riverside Church in the City of New York
Lori and Zachary Schreiber
Societe Generale Americas
Kevin S. Sylvan
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The Development Office has made every effort 
to be accurate in this report listing donors who 
supported HCZ between July 1, 2022, and June 
30, 2024, and the 2023 and 2024 Friend of the 
Children Award Dinner. If you note any errors 
or inconsistencies or if you would like further 
information on how your philanthropy can 
help advance HCZ’s mission, please contact 
the Development Team at 
HCZDevelopment@hcz.org. 

The HCZ Legacy Society is composed 
of individuals who have generously 
included Harlem Children’s Zone in 
their estate plans, ensuring we can 
support future generations of scholars 
and families. 

If you are not listed and you have 
included Harlem Children’s Zone in 
your will or estate plans or would like 
to learn more about doing so, please 
email HCZDevelopment@hcz.org. 

§ Indicates Deceased Donors

Fiona and Stanley Druckenmiller
Estate of Joan P. Dufault§

Sheila and George Franklin
Rosalind and Eugene J. Glaser
Lawrence Grant
Elaine and Ken Langone
Sheryl Matthews§

Valerie McNeil
Mindy Miller and Robert Rayner
Abigail Roberts
Paula and Peter Sherk
Blakely and John Stinebaugh
Kimberly Walin
Estate of Michael M. Walters§

Joyce and George Wein Foundation§

Jessica and Bryan Wiener
Lisa and Richard Witten
Anonymous (24)
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Kwame Owusu-Kesse
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER
 
Keith Meister
CHAIR

Stephanie Coleman
VICE CHAIR
 
Geoffrey Canada
PRESIDENT
 
Mitch Kurz
TREASURER
 
Matthew C. Blank
SECRETARY
 
Stanley F. Druckenmiller
CHAIR EMERITUS
 
Doug Buckminster
Sender Cohen 
K. Don Cornwell
Anita Elberse
William Heard
Brian J. Higgins
Mark Kingdon
Philippe Laffont
Kenneth G. Langone
Benita Melton
Zachary J. Schreiber
Ashok Varadhan
Richard E. Witten
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By Check
Checks should be made payable 
to Harlem Children’s Zone and 
mailed to the attention of the 
Development Office. Our mailing 
address is 35 East 125th Street, 
New York, NY 10035. 

By Credit Card and Online 
Credit card donations can be 
made online at 
hcz.org/donate-to-hcz. If you 
would like to make your payment 
over time, you can arrange a 
monthly recurring gift. 

Matching Gifts
By taking advantage of an 
employer’s matching gift 
program, donors can significantly 
increase the amount and impact 
of their gift. Please ask your 
employer if they have a matching 
gift program. 

Appreciated Securities
Gifts of stocks, bonds, or other 
appreciated securities allow 
donors to avoid paying capital 
gains taxes and qualify for a 
charitable deduction. Please 
contact the Development Office 
if you would like to make a gift of 
securities. 

Donor Advised Funds
There are special tax benefits to 
making a gift through a Donor 
Advised Fund. Please contact the 
Development Office if you have a 
question about how to make a 
gift through a Donor Advised 
Fund. 

Planned Gifts
An impactful way to make a gift 
to HCZ is to make a commitment 
through your will. Please contact 
the Development Office at 
HCZDevelopment@hcz.org for 
more information.  

All donations to HCZ are tax-deductible.  
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Scan the QR code 
to make your 
gift online. 
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